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The following three bars of music were found in a notebook (1931) of the philosopher
Ludwig Wittgenstein. Scrawled at the end is the enigmatic indication, "etc. etc."

"

,ﬁﬂfl,-'ﬁ'}”ﬂ-{—{,:_, A B Z

Below the music is written, "That must be the end of a theme which I do not know. It
occurred to me today as I was thinking about my work in philosophy & said to myself:

rn

'T destroy, I destroy, I destroy -'.

The temptation to write variations on this bizarre fragment of melody were irresistible,
and this set of variations for solo piano is the result of succumbing to that temptation.
Nonetheless, there follows also a temptation to "read into" the music a certain degree
of pseudo-philosophical speculation, in the form of analogies between music and
philosophy.

It would therefore be prudent for me, insofar as my thinking on the matter is concerned,
to state explicitly that I had no biographical, philosophical, nor extramusical analogies
of any sort whatsoever in mind when writing this piece. The Wittgenstein motif is of
dubious musical merit, and the resulting variations are a purely musical effort to make
musical sense of it. The only one exception, which I hope is utterly overt and unmystical,
is that the variations do not "vary" a particular element of the constructed theme. Rather,
the thing being varied changes, and the set altogether coheres in what Wittgenstein would
call a "family relation".

More particularly, some movements are variations on Wittgenstein's motif, whereas
other movements are variations on the harmonic structure of the theme, whereas yet
other movements are variations on a particular intervallic relationship or gesture from
the theme. Moreover, some variations have very little relation to the theme at all, and
are instead variations on an early variation.

In any event, I abhor "interpretative scholarship" and the fantastical "analyses" that
were so trendy during the latter half of the 20th century, and wish to dispel any notions
that I had any such pseudo-scholarly intentions in writing this piece. The following
piece is music qua music, and it was neither written nor intended to be heard through
the lens of Wittgensteinian philosophy generally.

The performer would be well advised to adhere strictly to the indicated tempi, to
eschew sentimentality, to avoid sitting on the sustain pedal unless explicitly indicated,
and to generally affect a light and detached articulation. Although the music often
exhibits a 19th century influence, the performance of it should emphasize clarity and
precision to the exclusion of all else.

This piece was written in 2008-2011.

Daniel Pi
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Wittgenstein Variations
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8 Wittgenstein Variations
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Var. 21 - The Cascades
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